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[ Music ] 
00:13 
>> So hello everyone and welcome 
00:14 
to this inaugural faculty video showcase initiative 
00:19 
that the Faculty Center for Excellence is doing 
00:22 
with the Fowl Library. 
00:23 
And is really seeking highlight our faculty 
00:27 
through the inaugural FCE and video archive series. 
00:32 
We really think that it's very important that we can showcase 
00:37 
and also share with, not only the faculty at CSUSB, 
00:41 
but faculty over campuses. 
00:43 
All the scholarly publication or created work 
00:46 
that our faculty is researching and publishing in our campus. 
00:51 
Today we are going to have our first amazing guest. 
00:56 
That is going to be Professor Paloma Villegas. 
00:59 
And we also have our Provost McMahan, that she's going 
01:03 
to be giving the opening remarks. 
01:05 
So welcome Provost McMahan and the floor is yours. 
01:10 
>> Thank you Dr. Diaz. 
01:11 
Hello everyone, I hope you are doing well. 
01:14 
It's really an honor to be with you today. 
01:16 
To welcome you to the inaugural series. 
01:20 
We know this new joint initiative provides an 
01:23 
opportunity for our campus community to learn 
01:27 
about the scholarly publications and creative works 
01:31 
of our very talented faculty. 
01:33 
And it provides a record of our faculty's valuable research 
01:38 
and scholarly achievements in a permanent centralized location. 
01:43 
And as Dr. Diaz mentioned, 
01:44 
in addition to fostering academic connections among 
01:48 
colleagues from different disciplines, 
01:50 
these high quality video presentations serve 
01:53 
as a resource for other faculty to use in their own classrooms. 
01:58 
So congratulations on this wonderful endeavor. 
02:01 
Eventually all disciplines will be represented in this series. 
02:06 
Today's inaugural program spotlights Dr. Paloma Villegas, 
02:10 
assistant professor of sociology. 
02:12 
Who will present on her book, North of el Norte, 
02:16 
Illegalized Mexican Migrants in Canada. 
02:20 
And following the presentation, 
02:22 
Dean Mohamed has generously agreed to lead a discussion. 
02:26 
Thank you Dean Mohamed. 
02:28 
And special thanks to Dean Cesar Caballero, 
02:31 
our librarian of the Fowl Library. 
02:35 
And Dr. Diaz and Dr. Monty Van Wart, and Robie Madrigal, 
02:39 
and Eric Milankowitz, for your innovation 
02:42 
and for bringing this wonderful showcase 
02:45 
and opportunity to our campus. 
02:47 
So thank you all and enjoy the program. 
02:50 
>> Thank you so much Provost McMahan. 
02:52 
And Dr. Dean Caballero extend his apologies 
02:57 
that he couldn't be able to attend today. 
03:00 
But as Provost McMahan mentioned is a wonderful group 
03:05 
between the [inaudible] Library and the FCE. 
03:08 
We have Dr. Van Wart, and we have Eric, 
03:15 
and also Robie Madrigal, 
03:16 
along with the Dean Caballero working with this initiative. 
03:20 
So thank you so much Dean Mohamed for agreeing 
03:23 
to introduce our professor 
03:25 
and our wonderful guest today Paloma Villegas. 
03:33 
>> Already Zoom failing on my own. 
03:36 
Thank you so much for having me here and for hosting this event, 
03:41 
I really do appreciate just, 
03:44 
I really appreciate the Fowl Library 
03:46 
and the FCE really come together to do this. 
03:49 
I think it not only showcases just the the wonderful work 
03:53 
that our faculty do on campus in terms of research 
03:56 
and scholarship, but really helps us reach a kind 
03:59 
of wider audience and share some of the just the great ideas 
04:04 
that we have going on on our campus. 
04:06 
So, I'm thrilled to be here and appreciate the opportunity. 
04:10 
And as I've been instructed to do, I shall begin 
04:12 
with an introduction of my dear colleague 
04:15 
and disciplinary mate, Dr. Paloma Villegas. 
04:20 
Paloma Villegas is an assistant professor in the department 
04:23 
of sociology here at CSUSB. 
04:26 
Her research examines migrant illegalization 
04:28 
in Mexico, the US, and Canada. 
04:31 
And its intersections with border, race, gender and class. 
04:36 
She is also an interdisciplinary artist. 
04:39 
So it's my pleasure to introduce Dr. Villegas. 
04:43 
>> Thank you Dean Mohamed. 
04:45 
And I want to just begin 
04:47 
by thanking the organizers of the event. 
04:49 
Doctors Viviana Diaz, and Montgomery Van Wart, 
04:52 
as well as Dean Caballero, Robie Madrigal 
04:56 
and the folks at the Fowl library. 
04:58 
And then the videographers, 
05:00 
who graciously helped me record the video 
05:02 
that you'll see in a minute. 
05:04 
I also want to thank my chair Dr. Ethel Nicdao 
05:07 
and Dean Mohamed for their support as I finish the book. 
05:11 
And then finally, I want to thank the students 
05:14 
at the Undocumented Student Success Center, 
05:17 
who I was doing some work with them and I received the email 
05:21 
for the, some options for the book cover 
05:24 
and they were very gracious and giving me their feedback 
05:27 
in selecting the book cover. 
05:28 
So thank you to you as well. 
05:31 
As an immigrant and immigration scholar, it is important 
05:35 
to recognize my relationship to the land 
05:37 
in which I live and work. 
05:38 
As well as to work towards supporting the sovereignty 
05:41 
of indigenous peoples in this territory. 
05:43 




Just bear with me because I didn't have it ready, 
05:54 
there we go. 
05:56 
So we recognize that California state university San Bernardino 
05:59 
sits on the territory and ancestral land 
06:02 
of the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, Yuhaaviatam. 
06:06 
We recognize that every member 
06:07 
of the California State University San Bernardino 
06:09 
community has benefited and continues to benefit 
06:12 
from the use and occupation of this land 
06:14 
since the institution's founding in 1965. 
06:18 
Consistent with our values of community and diversity, 
06:21 
we have a responsibility to acknowledge 
06:23 
and make visible the university's relationship 
06:25 
to native peoples. 
06:27 
By offering this land acknowledgment we affirm 
06:29 
indigenous sovereignty and will work 
06:31 
to hold California State University San Bernardino more 
06:34 
accountable to the needs of American Indian 
06:37 




>> So now we are going to see the video showcase 
06:46 
that all the faculty and the students can use 
06:50 
in their classroom and also to share 
06:54 
in their online classes as well. 
06:58 
[ Music ] 
07:04 
>> Research about undocumented Mexican migrations has focused 
07:07 
on the movement to and from the US. 
07:10 
But what do we know about other migration journeys 
07:12 
that Mexicans embark on? 
07:14 
My name is Paloma Villegas and I'm a faculty member 
07:16 
in the department of sociology. 
07:18 
I'm here to introduce my book, North of el Norte, 
07:21 
Illegalized Mexican Migrants in Canada. 
07:24 
The book published by University 
07:25 
of British Columbia Press is the culmination of over a decade 
07:29 
of research with and about Mexican migrations in Canada. 
07:32 
Focusing on migrants with permanent residence 
07:34 
and citizenship, living in the city of Toronto. 
07:37 
The book parallels my own migration story. 
07:39 
I was born in Mexico and grew up in California. 
07:42 
In 2006 I migrated to Canada for my PhD 
07:44 
after having lived undocumented in the US for almost 15 years. 
07:49 
The combination of my life experiences 
07:50 
and academic training led me to want to understand what I refer 
07:54 
to as migrant illegalization. 
07:56 
That is the ways that laws and practices create the idea 
07:59 
of migrants as quote-unquote illegal and the consequences 
08:02 
of those processes on the lives of migrants. 
08:05 
I also wanted to understand how migrants navigate, tolerate 
08:08 
and resist those experiences. 
08:10 
In the US, we know a lot about these stories. 
08:13 
They involve exploitation, wage theft, fear of deportation, 
08:16 
as well as mobilization, resistance 
08:18 
and community building. 
08:19 
I wanted to see how these dynamics play out north 
08:23 
of el norte or in Canada. 
08:25 
Canada presents an interesting location to consider, 
08:28 
as it often markets itself and is imagined 
08:30 
as a kinder gentler alternative in North America. 
08:34 
The book works to debunk that image 
08:36 
and present the violence Canadian immigration policy 
08:39 
in practice enact onto migrants. 
08:41 
My research brought together interviews with Mexican migrants 
08:44 
with precarious status. 
08:46 
Precarious status refers to an immigration status 
08:48 
that is not secure or permanent and includes those 
08:51 
who are undocumented, as well as those applying 
08:53 
for refugee protection, or asylum as referred to in the US. 
08:58 
In addition to those interviews I also analyzed media stories 
09:01 
and government reports 
09:02 
to understand how Mexican migrants were described 
09:05 
and imagined during that time. 
09:07 




Which focuses on understanding migrant illegalization 
09:14 
as an assemblage. 
09:16 
Assemblage is a way to think about different phenomena 
09:18 
or elements and how they interact. 
09:21 
The book focuses on five elements. 
09:23 
The first ways of knowing, 
09:24 
involves the information we produce 
09:26 
about migration including laws, research, 
09:29 
media discussions and conversations. 
09:31 
These ways of knowing are produced by different sets 
09:33 
of actors, which is the second element. 
09:36 
These actors include politicians, reporters, 
09:38 
migrants and non-migrants. 
09:40 
They can also be produced in or by institutions 
09:43 
and organizations, the third element. 
09:45 
Which includes schools, the legal system and the family. 
09:49 
Some of this knowledge is also supported, produced and stored 
09:52 
by technologies, the fourth element. 
09:54 
Here think of biometrics, 
09:56 
surveillance cameras and online tracking. 
09:58 
Finally, the fifth component or element 
10:01 
of migrant illegalization involves emotions, 
10:04 
or what I refer to as ways of feeling. 
10:07 
I examine how processes that criminalize 
10:10 
and often dehumanize migrants produce different types 
10:12 
of feelings, including anti-immigrant hate, 
10:14 
fear of deportation and love or intimacy. 
10:19 
These five elements operate in space and time. 
10:22 
That is, they are affected 
10:23 
by different scales or levels of space. 
10:26 
So the local, the provincial, the federal, as well as time. 
10:30 
For example waiting for an application to be adjudicated, 
10:33 
the time spent doing back-breaking labor 
10:35 
and migrants hopes for the future. 
10:38 
One key concept that I employed throughout the book is 
10:41 
that of aguantar. 
10:43 
Aguantar is Spanish for bearing, tolerating and enduring. 
10:47 
It's an emotional process, what some folks might refer 
10:50 
to as a weapon of the weak. 
10:52 
That also has a temporal component. 
10:55 
That is aguantar implies a strategic enduring and waiting 
10:58 
for better conditions. 
11:00 
Now the book is divided into three sections, each prefaced 
11:03 
by the poetry of Jesus Moya, 
11:05 
whose work describes both the Mexican context 
11:08 
and the social exclusion of migrants in Canada. 
11:10 
The first section titled immigration trajectories, 
11:13 
focuses on the reasons Mexicans traveled to Canada 
11:16 
and the bordering practices they experienced. 
11:19 
Chapter one outlines the situations that led participants 
11:22 
to migrate, which I referred 
11:24 
to as a generalized insecuritization. 
11:27 
This insecuritization involved economic precarity 
11:31 
and the effects of neoliberal restructuring, 
11:33 
as well as the dangers produced by the so-called war on drugs 
11:36 
that intensified in the mid-2000s. 
11:39 
For some participants it also included insecurity based 
11:42 
on their social locations. 
11:44 
So participants discuss facing discrimination based 
11:46 
on their gender, their race ethnicity, sexual orientation 
11:49 
and political affiliation. 
11:53 
Chapter two, takes on the story to the process 
11:56 
of migration and crossing borders. 
11:58 
It outlines the bordering practices 
12:00 
that influence participants admittance into the country. 
12:03 
Most participants travel to Canada as tourists, 
12:06 
with the intention of staying past their expiration 
12:09 
of their allowed stay. 
12:11 
Those participants recounted being interrogated 
12:13 
by immigration officials about their reasons for visiting. 
12:16 
Including how much money they had 
12:18 
and what they plan to do in Canada. 
12:20 
Other participants sought asylum upon arrival. 
12:24 
These individuals were asked to relive their trauma 
12:26 
at the airport in order to be granted the opportunity 
12:29 
to even initiate an application. 
12:32 
In some, these experiences were stressful and often humiliating. 
12:36 
They also illustrate the resourcefulness of migrants 
12:39 
in anticipating interrogation questions and their encounters 
12:42 
with border officials. 
12:45 
Chapter three focuses on a 2009 policy 
12:48 
that imposed an entry visa for Mexicans traveling to Canada. 
12:52 
The rationale for the policy, was that the number 
12:54 
of Mexicans seeking asylum had grown exponentially 
12:57 
in the 2000s. 
12:59 
The Canadian government argued that most 
13:00 
of these cases were quote-unquote bogus 
13:03 
since a large percentage were rejected 
13:05 
by the immigration and refugee board. 
13:07 
I argue that the rejection illustrated bias 
13:10 
from immigration judges, who saw Mexico as quote-unquote safe, 
13:14 
despite the growing insecuritization. 
13:17 
For example, one participant Libertad, 
13:20 
recounted hearing stories of judges asking asylum seekers, 
13:23 
quote, which country are you talking about? 
13:25 
I just came back from Cancun and it was beautiful. 
13:29 
As a result I argued that Canada used the visa policy 
13:34 
as a multi-faceted border. 
13:36 
First, it was a social border, 
13:38 
it depicted Mexican asylum seekers as quote-unquote bogus 
13:41 
and therefore criminalized them. 
13:43 
Second, it prevented Mexicans 
13:45 
from entering the country and seeking asylum. 
13:48 
Finally, it affected undocumented Mexicans already 
13:51 
in Canada who were forced to stay in the country 
13:53 
for longer periods of time for fear 
13:56 
that they would not be allowed to return in the future. 
13:59 
After the visa policy was implemented, 
14:02 
the number of asylum applications made 
14:04 
by Mexicans plummeted. 
14:06 
Narrowing the avenues for protection 
14:08 
for persecuted Mexicans across the world. 
14:11 
The second section of the book, 
14:13 
titled immigration status trajectories, 
14:15 
focuses on understanding the strategies migrants employ 
14:18 
to access permanent residence. 
14:20 
Their longing for secure status and the ways 
14:23 
that immigration policy narrows those possibilities. 
14:27 
So chapter four focuses on participants access to asylum. 
14:30 
It describes the application process as time sensitive, 
14:34 
onerous, as well as punctuated by the uncertainty 
14:37 
of whether an applicant's case will be accepted given the 
14:40 
depiction of asylum seekers as quote-unquote bogus. 
14:43 
The chapter also examines how immigration policies passed 
14:47 
in 2012, made it more difficult for Mexicans 
14:50 
to be granted permanent status through that route. 
14:53 
The policies identified Mexico as a quote-unquote safe country, 
14:56 




and general license security in Mexico. 
15:04 
Chapter five, focuses on other avenues that participants use 
15:07 
to apply for secure status, including marriage sponsorship. 
15:12 
For example, the chapter outlines the story of Berenice, 
15:15 
a lesbian who left Mexico because of gender-based violence 
15:18 
and discrimination based on her sexual orientation. 
15:21 
She applied for asylum and was rejected. 
15:24 
Before facing deportation, she married someone and applied 
15:28 
for marriage sponsorship. 
15:30 
However, her spouse who was also her supervisor 
15:32 
at work sexually harassed her. 
15:35 
Berenice had to aguantar or to endure the violence for a period 
15:39 
of time in order to receive her status. 
15:42 
The story illustrates the ways that being resourceful 
15:45 
and finding alternatives does not diminish the violence 
15:48 
that migrants endure in their attempts to find security, 
15:50 
and in particular secure immigration status. 
15:54 
Now the last section of the book is entitled, internal 
15:57 
and interlocking borders. 
15:59 
The section explores the ways that borders not only operate 
16:02 
at the geographic edges of countries, 
16:04 
but also extend inward. 
16:06 
In fact migrants often carry borders on their bodies. 
16:10 
One way this happens is when migrants interact 
16:12 
with institutions and organizations like health care 
16:15 
and employment services. 
16:16 
Another way is when migrants interact 
16:18 
with other migrants and non-migrants. 
16:21 
Chapter six, examines the limited access to health care 
16:24 
that participants experienced. 
16:26 
Canada has a universal health care system for citizens 
16:29 
and permanent residents. 
16:31 
Asylum seekers have some limited health care access 
16:34 
and undocumented migrants have very little access. 
16:37 
As a result participants waited to receive care, 
16:41 
which as you can imagine can have negative long-term 
16:43 
consequences and exacerbate chronic conditions. 
16:47 
As time went on however, some built connections that led them 
16:51 
to learn about a few clinics willing to provide services. 
16:54 
In that sense, social networks were fundamental 
16:57 
to how participants navigated the city, 
17:00 
their immigration status and access to health care. 
17:04 




Upon arrival most participants worked in factories, 
17:11 
construction and restaurants. 
17:13 
Now similar to healthcare, I examined the networks 
17:15 
that participants built across time to learn 
17:18 
about employment opportunities 
17:20 
that were less abusive and better paying. 
17:22 
The final chapter asks, given the violence 
17:25 
that precarious status migrants experience 
17:27 
in their day-to-day lives, what practices do they engage 
17:30 
in to make their lives more meaningful? 
17:31 
For a number of participants the answer was creative work. 
17:36 
Participants engaged in visual arts, theater, poetry, 
17:39 
dance and film making. 
17:40 
I begin the chapter by analyzing a short film 
17:44 
about Jesus Moya's poem Canciones. 
17:46 
Which depicts the multi-dimensional lives 
17:48 
of migrants engaged in precarious working conditions 
17:51 
in Canada and they're yearning 
17:53 
to incorporate art into their lives. 
17:56 
This helps to debunk the idea 
17:57 
that migrants are always suffering 
17:59 
or victims of exploitation. 
18:01 
While migrants do experience structural violence 
18:03 
that constricts their mobility and access to resources, 
18:06 
through their creative practices participants resisted this 
18:10 
exploitation and alienation. 
18:12 
They also practice citizenship and belonging, 
18:15 
disrupting assumptions of immigration status 
18:17 
as a necessary prerequisite for those forms of participation. 
18:22 
For instance when I asked Huero [assumed spelling] how engaging 
18:25 
in creative practices changed his life, he said quote, 
18:28 
it made it less flat, the monotonous aspect 
18:31 
of an immigrant's life, which is to be always working. 
18:34 
To always be worrying about bills. 
18:36 
It's a vicious cycle no. 
18:37 
It gave me the opportunity to feel alive, to feel creative, 
18:41 
to feel like a person, not like a worker, unquote. 
18:45 
While creative practices were productive avenues 
18:47 
for creating meaningful lives, 
18:50 
participants also experienced the internal borders related 
18:53 
to their status and creative work. 
18:55 
For example, the experience limitations applying 
18:58 
for funding, or receiving further training 
19:00 
for their creative endeavors. 
19:02 
They also face mobility restrictions, 
19:04 
that meant losing important opportunities to perform abroad. 
19:08 
So drawing from these lessons, the book ends with a return 
19:12 
to the idea of aguantar. 
19:14 
Well I believe that highlighting the resourcefulness of migrants 
19:17 
who endure wage theft and wait for the right time to apply 
19:20 
for secure status, or access healthcare. 
19:22 
I ask, what would it mean for migrants to not have 
19:26 
to tolerate such conditions? 
19:28 
What have we lost in terms of important creative expressions 
19:31 
and contributions to our communities? 
19:34 
Because of the constraints produced 
19:35 
by migrant illegalization. 
19:38 
And finally, how can current practices be reassembled 
19:42 
to produce more access to justice and equity? 
19:45 
Thank you for listening 
19:46 
and I hope you have an opportunity to read the book. 
19:52 
>> Thank you so much Professor Villegas for sharing, 
19:56 
that's a wonderful video. 
19:58 
And yes we are so grateful also with ATI 
20:01 
that has been collaborating with this amazing initiative. 
20:04 
We extend our gratitude to the videographer, 
20:07 
Jack Wade Patterson and also to James Strucher, 
20:11 
who also took the pictures. 
20:13 
I just wanted to let you know that the pictures 
20:15 
and the paintings that you saw in the video are painted 
20:18 
by our wonderful artists or professors Paloma Villegas. 
20:23 
This is an important moment for the department of sociology. 
20:27 
And I can see also the Chair Nicdao is with us, 
20:29 
so welcome Chair Nicdao. 
20:32 
And also is an important moment for the college of social 
20:37 
and behavioral science, 
20:38 
which Dean Mohamed has graciously agreed 
20:43 
to introduce this inaugural series. 
20:45 
Before we go on, I just wanted to answer a question 
20:48 
that was raised in the chat. 
20:51 
Everybody is welcome to participate. 
20:54 
We sent a call to the campus for this initiative. 
20:58 
And we have specific topics or things for our series. 
21:03 
The first theme for our series was social justice. 
21:06 
We had so many candidates 
21:07 
and the committee chose Professor Villegas 
21:10 
to be the first one to start the series, so it's such an honor 
21:15 
that she was chosen among so many talented colleagues. 
21:19 
But yes, this is going to keep going, we have so many people 
21:23 
in our pool and we are going to have different teams. 
21:26 
So everybody is welcome to participate. 
21:28 
So Dean Mohamed and Paloma Villegas, 
21:32 
now you can start our wonderful conversation, 
21:35 
thank you very much. 
21:37 
>> Thank you very much Dr. Diaz I appreciate it 
21:39 
and Paloma before I continue congratulations on the book. 
21:45 
I think it's a wonderful accomplishment in the life 
21:48 
of any professor to publish a book, 
21:50 
but your book really strikes me 
21:52 
as a powerful and important work. 
21:54 
And to have it have it out this early 
21:56 
in your career I think is just a testament 
21:58 
to your abilities as a scholar. 
22:00 
And as you mentioned the support I think 
22:01 
that our campuses intellectual community has been able 
22:06 
to provide you. 
22:06 
So again congratulations on this work. 
22:10 
I have a list of questions that I'd like to ask you about the, 
22:14 
about the project some of which you, some of, 
22:16 
you touched upon some of the answers a little bit 
22:18 
in the video which I thought was terrific and I didn't realize 
22:20 
that was your artwork, that's amazing. 
22:22 
But, so to get right into it and also to leave a little bit 
22:26 
of an opportunity for folks at the end 
22:27 
to ask questions of their own. 
22:29 
I'm going to start with a a quick little story 
22:32 
that your book reminded me of. 
22:35 
Years ago in a land far far away 
22:37 
at a different institution I was, I had a colleague 
22:40 
who who I'll refer to as kind of an old guard sociologist. 
22:44 
Who came into my office at one point and said that he was tired 
22:49 
of what he called the sociology of me. 
22:52 
And so he was referring to that label as a, 
22:55 
use that labels kind of a pejorative. 
22:57 
Saying that essentially sociology had strayed 
23:00 
from the canon, of the kind of Durkheim, Marx and Weber. 
23:04 
and applications thereof. 
23:06 
And perhaps folks had begun kind of exploring avenues 
23:09 
that were too personal to them through sociological lenses. 
23:13 
And and I didn't agree with him then, 
23:15 
and I certainly don't agree with him now. 
23:17 
Because I think that, you know without the insights that books 
23:20 
like yours, offering their research like yours offers, 
23:23 
some of our most significant counter narratives would never 
23:26 
be unveiled and certainly not, wouldn't be contextualized. 
23:30 
And I think that's one of the many things 
23:31 
that I really loved about your book. 
23:33 
You know, I'm someone who's not a complete stranger 
23:36 
to the politics of immigration and the criminalization 
23:39 
and dehumanization of immigrants. 
23:41 
But my lens has never included the experiences 
23:43 
of immigrants to Canada. 
23:45 
Which is kind of funny because my father, two of my, 
23:47 
three of my father's siblings and his parents were immigrants 
23:50 
to Canada from Guyana. 
23:51 
But I never really thought about kind 
23:53 
of North American immigration in this Canadian context. 
23:57 
I think that to the extent that Americans think about Canada 
24:00 
at all is, that we we tend to view 
24:03 
as a country having a less racialized history than our own. 
24:07 
And, you know that false narrative of, 
24:09 
for example slavery didn't happen here when it did, 
24:11 
kind of perpetuate to Canada. 
24:14 
So thank you for adding this important perspective 
24:16 
to the literature. 
24:17 
And the broader conversation on immigration 
24:20 
and immigrants experiences in North America, 
24:22 
I think your contributions are just really powerful. 
24:25 
And with that in mind, the first question I have is, 
24:28 
an invitation for you to tell us a little bit more about the book 
24:32 
and your motivation for writing it. 
24:36 
>> Thank you Dean Mohamed. 
24:37 
So the book began as part of my dissertation research. 
24:41 
So, when I immigrated to Canada in 2006, I had proposed when I, 
24:47 
you know to do my PhD program I had proposed that I wanted 
24:51 
to research access to higher education 
24:53 
for undocumented migrants. 
24:55 
Thinking, you know this was an important topic for my own, 
24:58 
you know personal experience as well as just you know 
25:00 
in 2006 it was an important topic 
25:02 
as it continues to be in the US. 
25:04 
And then I arrived in Canada and realized that there was, 
25:07 
there was literally no access, very little access 
25:09 
and it was very much by luck 
25:11 
and by someone maybe not checking someone's status. 
25:13 
But there was no programs like the ones that had benefited me, 
25:16 
like 8540 in California. 
25:19 
And so I had to pivot a little bit. 
25:21 
And I had to kind of take a step back and realize 
25:24 
that the Canadian context was in some ways very similar 
25:27 
to the US context, but also very different from the US context. 
25:32 
And even the kinds of Mexican immigrants that travel to Canada 
25:37 
and their experiences traveling to Canada, 
25:40 
some of them are very different from the ones 
25:42 
that I had experienced 
25:43 
in my community growing up in California. 
25:45 
And so once I started to learn 
25:47 
about that I became very much interested 
25:49 
in understanding those experiences. 
25:51 
And as I mentioned in the video, 
25:53 
to try to illustrate those experiences as forms 
25:58 
of exploitation and violence and dehumanization, 
26:01 
but also to think about the flourishing and the resistance 
26:05 
that migrants enact in their day-to-day lives, 
26:08 
despite all of these constraints. 
26:11 
And then I, you know thank you for raising the question 
26:14 
of Canada, because I do think that it continues 
26:17 
to be a very common misconception in the US 
26:21 
that Canada is, you know the better, friendlier, 
26:25 
more humanitarian country in North America. 
26:29 
And I think that that's something else 
26:30 
that I'm very interested in dispelling, 
26:32 
although you know there's some a lot of research 
26:34 
in Canada about this as well. 
26:36 
I think it's just it doesn't travel 
26:38 
to the US in the same way. 
26:41 
But just to to think about Canada 
26:43 
and its settler colonial context, 
26:45 
to think about its history of enslaving folks, 
26:50 
as well as the ways that its immigration system has 
26:55 
in the past and continues to exclude a number of immigrants, 
27:02 
because of their national origins, 
27:05 
because their race ethnicity, 
27:06 
their class because Canada's immigration system is much more 
27:10 
based on questions of class and skill 
27:13 
and experience than the US. 
27:15 
And so to try to understand that and the ways 
27:18 
in which the Mexican migrants that I was, 
27:20 
you know in community with in Toronto, were working 
27:25 
to navigate those barriers of racism, of exclusion. 
27:31 
While still being a very small minority in Canada. 
27:34 
So the majority of immigrants that travel to Canada are 
27:37 
from East Asia, South Asia and the Caribbean. 
27:41 
And Mexican migration was only starting to grow in the 1990s 
27:46 
and then in the 2000s and 2010s when I was there. 
27:48 
Had started to grow a little bit more, but it was never, 
27:53 
it never, you know was a newsworthy story unless, 
27:56 
you know something big happened as opposed 
27:58 
to other immigration streams. 
28:01 
>> Thank you, thank you very much I appreciate that 
28:05 
and you you kind of inspired another question that I'm 
28:09 
that I'll throw out there, that wasn't one 
28:11 
of my original questions. 
28:12 
But, it's, you mentioned you know kind of the idea of Canada 
28:18 
and how it's perceived by others. 
28:21 
And my question is why do you think that Canada has been able 
28:25 
to kind of whitewash its kind of nativist policies 
28:28 
and you know settler colonial history in ways 
28:33 
that the US has been less successful at? 
28:36 
I mean we've been fairly successful in obscuring history. 
28:39 
But, why do you think Canada seems 
28:40 
to have been more successful in kind of erasing, 
28:44 
or whitewashing, or I heard someone refer to it 
28:46 
as a snow job, because of the temperature in Canada, 
28:49 
why do you think they've been, they've been able 
28:51 
to more successful in that way? 
28:53 
And why is their image with respect 
28:54 
to particularly racing immigration relations less 
28:57 
tarnished than ours? 
29:00 
>> I'm sure, I'm sure, I think a lot of it at least 
29:05 
when I arrived in Canada had to do with this mirage 
29:09 
of Canadians being very polite and very nice. 
29:13 
And so how could Canadians, you know enact violence 
29:15 
if they're so polite and nice? 
29:17 
I think that there's also, you know the nation building project 
29:24 
and the settler colonial project are very much invested 
29:27 
in invisibilizing some of the history that has gone on. 
29:32 
And so, you know when I was teaching 
29:35 
in Canada my students didn't know 
29:36 
that indigenous folks had been, 
29:39 
indigenous children have been taken and put 
29:41 
into these boarding schools, 
29:42 
or they're called residential schools in Canada. 
29:44 
They didn't know about the history of enslavement. 
29:47 
And so I think that, there's also there's been an active 
29:50 
project to promote that idea of politeness, but also to promote, 
29:54 
to hide some of that history. 
29:57 
I did some research in terms of how immigrants learn 
30:01 
about indigenous histories. 
30:04 
And, you know settler colonial histories in Canada. 
30:08 
And immigrants from afar before they arrive 
30:11 
in Canada know very little about it and have this idea that, 
30:14 
again Canada is very friendly, and they were very, 
30:17 
you know very much opposed to and often contrasted 
30:19 
to the the bad mean US racist state. 
30:23 
So I think that that is something 
30:26 
that is actively promoted in, you know in its institutions 
30:30 
and schooling and in the government. 
30:32 
And also it's very performative, so you know there's been a lot 
30:36 
of apologies from the Canadian government in relation 
30:39 
to indigenous communities and other marginalized communities. 
30:43 
But those those apologies can often seem 
30:46 
and I would argue are very performative 
30:48 
and don't really do much in terms 
30:49 
of changing the actual conditions of folks. 
30:53 
>> Fantastic thank you so much. 
30:55 
You reminded me something else, but I'm not going to go 
30:57 
down that avenue I'm going to say, so thank you so much 
31:01 
for answering that question. 
31:03 
The next question I have is about your research process. 
31:07 
Can you tell us a little bit about your research process 
31:09 
and the methods you employed? 
31:11 
And if I could add a little piece to that, 
31:14 
because you mentioned in, earlier on about community, 
31:19 
you know how did, as part of this research process 
31:21 
in your methods, how did you go about finding community both 
31:24 
for yourself as an immigrant to Canada but also for the purposes 
31:28 
of conducting your research? 
31:30 
>> Yeah. So again, the first thing I had to do was realize 
31:34 
that the Mexican experience in Canada was very different 
31:39 
from the Mexican experience in the US. 
31:41 
And also that the undocumented experience was very different. 
31:44 
So at the same time that, you know your question 
31:46 
about researching things that are important to us 
31:49 
and I truly agree with you and believe 
31:52 
that that is really important. 
31:54 
I had to realize that the experiences that I had had 
31:56 
in the us being undocumented were not the experiences, 
32:01 
didn't align in the same way or exactly it, 
32:05 
as those of folks living in Canada. 
32:08 
So once I realized that I started to seek 
32:10 
out community in different ways. 
32:13 
I joined an immigrant rights organization. 
32:16 
And through that organization 
32:18 
and then other more creative organizations related to poetry, 
32:24 
and music, and things like that. 
32:25 
I started to kind of expand my networks and learn, 
32:29 
and meet Mexican migrants. 
32:32 
And so that's how I started the project. 
32:34 
And this was particularly important because when I applied 
32:38 
to the IRB to conduct my research, 
32:41 
the IRB did not allow me to do snowball sampling 
32:45 
to protect participants confidentiality. 
32:48 
So I had to rely on just my own personal networks 
32:51 
to conduct the interviews, 
32:54 
which is why my sample size is a bit small. 
32:57 
But, you know I was lucky that I had already built a little bit 
33:01 
of that network and knew people in varying professions, 
33:06 
and varying experiences. 
33:08 
And so that was really useful. 
33:12 
I also later in the second iteration, so I, 
33:15 
the first iteration 
33:17 
of the interviews happened 2009 to 2010. 
33:21 
And then I finished my dissertation and then in 2015 
33:24 
and 2016, I did a second round of interviews 
33:27 
to do some follow-up work and to think 
33:29 
about some additional questions that I had. 
33:32 
And while I was doing those interviews, 
33:34 
I was also volunteering at a health clinic, just personally 
33:38 
because I was invested in it, that provided services for folks 
33:43 
who were refugee claimants and undocumented migrants. 
33:46 
And so even though that wasn't, I wouldn't call 
33:49 
that ethnographic research, because you know I, 
33:51 
you know wasn't, I wasn't there as a researcher I was there 
33:54 
as a volunteer and I didn't want, you know the lines 
33:57 
to be blurred in terms of ethics. 
33:59 
I do think I learned a lot from that experience in terms 
34:03 
of how migrants navigate access 
34:06 
to healthcare and other resources. 
34:08 
And the kind of networks that are created 
34:11 
so that some people learn about these clinics 
34:13 
and some people don't know about these clinics. 
34:16 
As you, as folks could see in the book. 
34:19 
>> Great thank you. 
34:22 
There's, what you said they that IRB didn't allow you 
34:26 
to conduct snowball sampling, 
34:28 
I thought well it's not ironic it's Canada, 
34:30 
right but that's a bad joke and I apologize 
34:32 
for throwing that out there. 
34:33 
But if I could ask just a quick follow-up 
34:36 
on something you just said. 
34:37 
You mentioned, you know kind of blurring lines and kind 
34:39 
of ethical considerations and I know 
34:41 
as an ethnographer that's often a challenge, 
34:44 
right because you're you're in, oftentimes in community 
34:48 
with people who are also your subjects 
34:50 
for lack of a better term. 
34:52 
If you could just say a couple words on how you kind 
34:54 
of navigated that space and went about ensuring 
34:59 
that your work with, was ethically sound, yet still. 
35:03 
you know connected and sincere. 
35:05 
>> Yeah, yeah. 
35:07 
So, when I was in those spaces in the community spaces 
35:09 
or in the clinic I didn't see myself as being there 
35:13 
as a researcher, although I, you know I was learning things. 
35:16 
But I wasn't necessarily taking down notes, or you know, 
35:20 
you know systematically working through and creating data 
35:23 
from those experiences. 
35:25 
But they definitely influenced the way that I wrote the book. 
35:30 
>> Awesome, thank you very much. 
35:32 
So next question. 
35:34 
You touched upon some of this again in the video 
35:37 
and I think I suggested some of this in the introduction but, 
35:41 
what are your, what do you think the primary contributions 
35:45 
that your, what are the primary contributions your book makes 
35:48 
to the field, whatever field that may be, 
35:51 
I mean sociology kind of broadly construed 
35:52 
or even more broadly just the broader the general academic 
35:55 
field, what contributions do you think your book makes? 
36:00 
>> Yeah. So some of you know, 
36:01 
I have a pretty interdisciplinary background. 
36:04 
My bachelor's degree is in biology. 
36:07 
So I see myself as an interdisciplinary scholar 
36:09 
and then being an immigration scholar that fits really well, 
36:12 




Immigration scholarship, particularly 
36:20 
in North America is very US centric. 
36:23 
And I would say all immigration scholarship was very US centric. 
36:26 
And so I think one of the contributions 
36:29 
that the book makes is to have us think 
36:31 
about Mexican migrants and other contexts. 
36:34 
Or just, you know other contexts in which migration occurs. 
36:37 
And so I think that that is really important 
36:41 
to disrupt the idea that particularly when thinking 
36:44 
about undocumented migration, that the experiences 
36:47 
of undocumented migrants are the same in, all over the world. 
36:52 
Because we have this this framework or this idea 
36:54 
of what happens in the US. 
36:56 
And so that I think is important, 
36:58 
I think it's also important for us to think about 
37:01 
and I am building on the work of many other scholars to think 
37:04 
about undocumented migration, 
37:07 
or what I call precarious status migration is not a binary. 
37:11 
So it's not that there are folks who are documented 
37:13 
and folks who are undocumented. 
37:15 
But in fact the realm 
37:16 
of precarious status includes a number 
37:20 
of different status categories. 
37:22 
And people may move in and out of these categories 
37:27 
across their time before they achieve permanent residence 
37:29 
or maybe they may never achieve permanent residence. 
37:32 
So for example, in the US we have statuses like DACA 
37:37 
that provide certain rights and entitlements 
37:39 
that some undocumented migrants don't have. 
37:43 
And some people might lose that DACA status and return 
37:45 
to being undocumented. 
37:48 
And, you know those lines are blurred 
37:49 
but I think it's really important to think about, 
37:51 
we also have temporary protected status. 
37:54 
Which is, again a status that provides a certain, 
37:57 
certain rights and entitlements, but is temporary. 
38:02 
And we hear, you know in the news about TPS first folks 
38:07 
from particular countries that might be rescinded 
38:10 
or might not be renewed. 
38:12 
So in Canada the same thing exists. 
38:15 
And so you have folks who maybe apply for asylum 
38:18 
or refugee protection, who then maybe are refused, 
38:21 
which a lot of my participants were 
38:23 
and then become undocumented. 
38:25 
But there's, there's a specific kind of undocumented. 
38:28 
And it's very different from someone who arrives as a visitor 
38:31 
and then becomes undocumented. 
38:32 
Because that person that arrives as a visitor is not visible 
38:36 
to the state in the same way as someone who has already gone 
38:39 
through the refugee protection system and been denied 
38:41 
and has a removal order or a deportation order out, 
38:47 
so the immigration authorities are looking for them. 
38:50 
And so to highlight the specificities 
38:53 
of those immigration statuses I think is really important. 
38:56 
And I think it's something 
38:57 
that immigration literature is working towards to kind 
39:02 
of further, to think about these varying experiences. 
39:05 
Another contribution that the book makes is, the my employment 
39:10 
of this framework of assemblage. 
39:12 
And the ways in which I think about these different elements 
39:16 
and try to analyze in these specific cases. 
39:18 
So in terms of work, or healthcare, 
39:21 
or creative practices, how these different elements, 
39:25 
you know the actors, the ways that they understand 
39:28 
and produce information, the institutions, the technologies 
39:32 
and then the emotions. 
39:33 
And how these interact with each other 
39:35 
to produce these experiences of exclusion. 
39:39 
As well as, of resistance sometimes from migrants. 
39:43 
And so this idea in this focus 
39:46 
on emotions I think is also a contribution of the book 
39:49 
in terms of the fact 
39:50 
that immigration scholarship hasn't really discussed emotions 
39:56 
as much as, you know focusing on the experiences of wage theft, 
40:00 
or other kinds of, you know more, 
40:03 
you know some might say serious topics. 
40:08 
And so I focus on these ideas of hate, and love, and yearning, 
40:12 
or as you heard in the video this idea, or this concept 
40:16 
of aguantar and what it means to bear 
40:18 
and to tolerate our experiences. 
40:22 
And then finally, the last chapter, 
40:26 
which you know I hope we have time to chat about a little bit. 
40:29 
Talks about creative practices and how a lot 
40:32 
of the participants that I interviewed were engaged 
40:35 
in these creative practices and produce meaning in their lives 
40:38 
through those practices, despite these other experiences 
40:42 
of exploitation and dehumanization. 
40:48 
>> Thank you and you inspired yet another kind 
40:50 
of tangential question, so, you know try to be mindful of time 
40:53 
and just ask this very quickly. 
40:54 
And understanding that the Mexican migrant experience isn't 
40:59 
a monolith, right? 
41:00 
You break down different kind of categories of migrants 
41:03 
in your book very well and you also mentioned 
41:05 
that a little bit earlier. 
41:06 
But, just in generally speaking, 
41:08 
you know in your experience were any groups that you encountered 
41:13 
in Canada, or that you know of in Canada, 
41:15 
were any of them similarly situated in terms 
41:18 
of just general precariousness to Mexican migrants? 
41:24 
>> To Mexican immigrants in the US? 
41:26 
>> No to, in Canada so looking at looking at different. 
41:29 
>> Yeah for sure, yeah, 
41:31 
definitely in my other research I've worked with folks 
41:34 
from the Caribbean, the anglophone Caribbean mainly 
41:37 
and very similar experiences, 
41:40 
very similar experiences of arriving. 
41:42 
Some of them feeling like maybe they should apply 
41:45 
for refugee protection even if they don't have all 
41:47 
of the required documents. 
41:50 
And then receiving a negative decision, because as I mentioned 
41:54 
in the, in the video there's a lot of bias also 
41:58 
from the immigration board. 
42:00 
And then being undocumented, or arriving as tourists and then, 
42:04 
and then just, you know overstaying and trying 
42:08 
to navigate other avenues for achieving status. 
42:12 
And then, you know there's, you know growing numbers of folks 
42:17 
from East Asia and South Asia as well. 
42:19 
A number of refugee claimants from African countries, 
42:27 
who I encountered a lot when I was volunteering 
42:31 
at the clinic as well. 
42:33 
And a lot of them all arrived already, 
42:36 
of applying for refugee protection, 
42:38 
so not in the same way as Mexicans, because a lot 
42:41 
of Mexicans just arrived through tourist visas and so 
42:44 
that was a little bit of a difference as well. 
42:48 
>> Oops I was muted. 
42:49 
Hey all right I'm back. 
42:51 
So just one last quick question before I open it up for Q&A. 
42:55 
Well it's your floor, so I won't tell you how long your answer 
42:57 
needs to be, but is there a particular chapter or story 
43:01 
from your book that you, that you want to highlight, 
43:07 




Was there one in particular that really stands out to you? 
43:15 
>> Yeah so I just really wanted 
43:17 
to discuss the last chapter a little bit, 
43:20 
because I think it holds a special place in my heart. 
43:22 
Because I think it illustrates that the idea 
43:24 
that immigrants engage in these really meaningful practices, 
43:28 
that they get, you know when I was interviewing them 
43:30 
and asking them about these practices, they were excited, 
43:32 
they weren't talking about toiling in the factory 
43:35 
or the construction or whatever, 
43:37 
they were excited about their projects. 
43:38 
And so that was something 
43:40 
that I saw really important to highlight. 
43:42 
And so in the chapter I extend this concept 
43:45 
of precarious creativity. 
43:47 
So we have all heard of like the struggling artist. 
43:50 
And we know that just, you know even, you know people who have 
43:53 
who are citizens or permanent residents who want to engage 
43:55 
in artistic practices face these issues. 
43:58 
And so imagine adding immigration status to that 
44:01 
and the kinds of barriers that they would have experienced. 
44:03 
Trying to receive access to more training or more resources 
44:09 
in order to engage in artwork. 
44:11 
So I just wanted to share a few, a few quotes from participants, 
44:17 
just so you get a sense. 
44:19 
And you read, I read one in the video from Huero. 
44:23 
But just to see the kind of meaning that was added 
44:26 
to participants lives through this process. 
44:28 
So Huero, in addition to the quote I read in the video said, 
44:33 
my apologies, he said I was very tired but I went 
44:37 
to work very tired on the bus and slept 
44:39 
on the bus on the way back. 
44:41 
It's difficult but you can do it, you can do such things. 
44:44 
You have to organize your time, I'm working 
44:47 
but I'm thinking of writing a script. 
44:48 
He was engaged in theater at the time, 
44:51 
as well as an independent radio station. 
44:53 
He said I'm thinking of lines for play, I'm thinking 
44:56 
of what I'm going to play with my band. 
44:58 
There are types of things that break up your day, 
45:01 
break up your work, break up monotony, they make it better, 
45:04 
easier, it's difficult, it's very difficult. 
45:07 
So you can even in the way that, I hope you get a sense 
45:11 
from how I'm reading it and the way that he said it, 
45:13 
you could see, you know instead of riding the bus going home 
45:17 
and being super tired, which you know he was doing back breaking 
45:21 
labor, he was doing like gardening type labor, 
45:25 
but not like, you know cutting little trees, 
45:28 
he was like carrying big rocks 
45:30 
and you know doing construction type work. 
45:33 
And then he, you know on the way home he was still excited to go 
45:40 
to the radio station or to practice with the folks 
45:44 
in the theater group that he was a part of. 
45:46 
And then Akitsayi [assumed spelling], 
45:48 
who was a dancer said, it gave my life a lot 
45:53 
of meaning in terms of yes, yes. 
45:54 
It really gave it meaning to be here alone. 
45:57 
I was always going from work, home, home, work I had friends 
46:02 
or whatever but nothing more. 
46:04 
I finally, I suddenly found and then her dance work and I was 
46:09 
like wow I'm doing something I like. 
46:11 
I'm devoting my time. 
46:12 
I'm doing something that's beneficial. 
46:14 
I'm interacting with people, with co-nationals. 
46:18 
My passion therefore changed my life. 
46:20 
It changed my life here. 
46:22 
It's something I wanted to do my whole life. 
46:25 
This made me cling to Canada even more. 
46:27 
I want to stay here because I have created that community, 
46:31 
because I'm doing things that in Mexico I could not have done, 
46:34 
I could have done, but I was not allowed. 
46:36 
So she talked about her family not wanting her to dance 
46:38 
when she was in Mexico. 
46:40 
I left it pretty open in terms of, you can see artistic 
46:44 
or creative work because a lot of these folks were known 
46:47 
in the community, at least in my community, 
46:49 
in the Latin American community. 
46:51 
And so I just wanted to really make sure that I was doing well 
46:55 
by them by not providing too many details 
46:58 
about what their actual work was, 
47:00 
because then it would have been really specific and some 
47:02 
of them would have been, could have been identified. 
47:04 
So that's why I left it pretty broad. 
47:06 




And so Sianya [assumed spelling] who was doing all kinds 
47:14 
of dancing, artistic work, 
47:16 
she was starting to learn to do film. 
47:21 
And she was invited by a group 
47:25 
where she had received some scholarships 
47:27 
to do some additional training in terms of film. 
47:30 
And she was invited by the organization to be part 
47:34 
of the board of this organization. 
47:38 
And so, you know initially she was excited, 
47:40 
she said you have something inside you that follows you. 
47:44 
You can't remove it while your status is no good. 
47:47 
That idea of why, why are they trusting me, 
47:50 
why are they sending me this, because I know 
47:52 
that I'm not good, because they don't know that I'm not. 
47:55 
So they trust you as if you are part of the team. 
47:58 
So it was like wow I think this is more than I thought. 
48:01 
I don't think it's just about taking notes, 
48:03 
initially she thought that being part 
48:04 
of the board would just mean like she would be a secretary. 
48:07 
And so she said oh okay sure I'll do it it's going 
48:09 
to be easy. 
48:10 
And then she started to question herself. 
48:12 
So she said she, they asked me to send them information, 
48:15 
which means it's code for send me your your social insurance 
48:19 
number, your social security number. 
48:21 
She's like and I was like oh no. 
48:24 
And I felt bad because this woman supported me a lot 
48:27 
and I said, I didn't know this was going to grow. 
48:30 
So I got there and I told her I wanted to speak with her. 
48:33 
And I needed to tell her some things. 
48:36 
And then I told her. 
48:37 
I didn't tell her everything. 
48:38 
I told her that I couldn't work because I was in the process, 
48:42 
but since she's very honest it was like, it was like even more 
48:46 
because they received government assistance. 
48:48 
So it was like I felt bad. 
48:49 
I think it was the first time that I felt 
48:52 
that they closed the doors because of my status. 
48:55 
But I said, it's not that I can't do it, 
48:57 
it's not that my status is stopping me right now, 
49:00 
I know that I can find something and not a cleaning job. 
49:03 
I can aspire to something else. 
49:04 
Not the doors are opening in that regard, but it's my status 
49:09 
that begins to stop me. 
49:12 
Those were just some of the stories from that chapter 
49:19 
that I wanted to highlight. 
49:19 
I know we're running out of time so I wanted to. 
49:22 
>> Well yeah well thank you so much for sharing those. 
49:25 
I think that those were powerful examples and I know we have 
49:28 
about nine minutes I think left on the clock, I believe. 
49:31 
And so if anybody from the participant group here would 
49:37 
like to ask a question, the floor is yours. 
49:44 
You can either jump right in or raise your hand, 
49:46 
I have the participant list up. 
49:48 
But, however anyone would want to do it. 
49:56 
The alternative is I just continue asking questions 
49:58 




So I'll ask one other question Paloma, before, I see no hands 
50:14 
and nobody chiming in, but so I would assume, 
50:17 
you know again I'm thinking with respect to ethnography, 
50:20 
I know you oftentimes have, and you get close to people 
50:24 
with whom you you're working in the field, 
50:27 
for lack of a better term. 
50:29 
Do you maintain any of the relationships 
50:32 
that you established with the members 
50:34 
of those particular communities up in, up in Canada? 
50:37 
And just generally how are the how are the folks doing? 
50:40 
>> I do maintain some relationships, not everyone, 
50:44 
not everyone wanted to maintain 
50:46 
that relationship for obvious reasons. 
50:49 
And I know, you know some people even before I left Canada a few 
50:53 
years ago, some people had been deported unfortunately. 
50:56 
Some folks had achieved their permanent residence 
51:00 
and so they had moved on, or had continued, some people continue 
51:03 
to support folks with precarious status. 
51:06 
I know that the pandemic has hit everyone, in really, 
51:11 
kind of really important ways. 
51:14 
The folks that I worked with were, 
51:16 
what we would call essential workers, 
51:19 
or folks who were doing a service kind of work. 
51:24 
And so I know like for example folks 
51:25 
who were cleaning houses had a very difficult time, 
51:28 
because people we're home and didn't want anyone to come 
51:30 
into their homes and so couldn't clean houses. 
51:35 




But, you know, some of them, you know even in the time 
51:45 
that I left have received their status and so 
51:48 
that is really promising as well. 
51:50 
>> Well that's that's fantastic well. 
51:53 
Before I toss back to Dr. Diaz for to close this out, 
51:58 
I want to echo what lots of folks have been saying 
52:00 
in the chat, which is just thank you and wonderful work. 
52:04 




>> Can I just jump in, I'm a Canadian. 
52:13 
And so I do have to get my Canadian question in there. 
52:17 




And by that I mean, we're a big country they're bigger. 
52:24 
We have a lot of people they have relatively few. 
52:28 
Do you think that the his, and they had trapper, 
52:33 
primarily trapper cultures, we had migrations 
52:38 
that actually moved groups of people here 
52:41 
and then pushed the Native Americans out slowly 
52:45 
and then back filled in terms of the the labor, 
52:49 
slave labor to some degree, at least in the south. 
52:53 
Do you think that has affected the Canadian mentality at all? 
52:59 
And if so, how? 
53:01 
>> Well I mean I would argue that Canadians also pushed 
53:04 
out indigenous communities as they came and also had a, 
53:08 
you know consistent recruitment of Europeans to settle the land. 
53:14 
And so I think that that, in that way they the US 
53:17 
and Canada are pretty similar. 
53:19 
And you know for some time, you know they were all, 
53:23 
you know kind of controlled by the British. 
53:26 
And, but I do think that. 
53:28 
>> And you think more similar than different. 
53:31 
The US and Canada are more similar than, 
53:36 
which is fine I'm just asking the question. 
53:38 
>> Yeah I know in terms of, I think they're very similar, 
53:42 
but I think there's also, you know in terms 
53:45 
of immigration policy, in the 1960s 
53:48 
when immigration policy began to be liberalized 
53:51 
and less so explicitly racist. 
53:53 
Canada and the US actually took very different approaches 
53:57 
to immigration policy. 
53:58 
That's I think where they would diverge. 
54:03 
>> Interesting thank you. 
54:05 
>> Yeah before I let you go Paloma, I did, 
54:07 
I do see one one question in the chat from Dr Finland. 
54:12 
Who writes Paloma great work and presentation, 
54:14 
one of our earlier ASAs had the theme of feeling race, 
54:18 
or the emotions of ethnic struggles, 
54:20 
which figures heavily in much of our work. 
54:22 
Has that been an area of study or involvement for you? 
54:26 
>> Yeah thank you Jim. 
54:27 
So in, when I, in the immigration research that I was, 
54:34 
you know doing when I was preparing the dissertation 
54:38 
and then later on, you know a big omission 
54:42 
in that immigration literature has been a lack 
54:47 
of rigorous I would argue attention to race and emotion, 
54:51 
since I think immigration scholarship is actually catching 
54:55 
up to the scholarship on race and ethnicity in that way. 
54:58 
And so, I think that that's a really important point 
55:00 
that you're making in terms of for me to align those two areas 
55:04 
of scholarship in my future work. 
55:09 
>> Well great, once again thank you Paloma, this was, 
55:12 
this was a treat, I will toss back to Dr Diaz 
55:17 
for any closing remarks that she may have. 
55:20 
And again thank you for everybody Dr Diaz, Monty, 
55:22 
Fowl library for putting this together, this was wonderful. 
55:26 
>> No thank you I just need to add thank you so much 
55:29 
for all the wonderful work that you have been doing 
55:35 
with this book Professor Villegas is amazing. 
55:40 
Thank you everybody for being today, with us today 
55:43 
in the inaugural faculty video showcase initiative. 
55:48 
Remember this is a joining initiative 
55:51 
between the Faculty Center for Excellent, the Fowl Library. 
55:59 
And also thank you again for Provost McMahan to be with us. 
56:05 
Dean Mohamed for helping us to be in a wonderful discussion. 
56:15 
And also the ATI for helping us with the video. 
56:20 
Once again this is going to be a faculty showcase videos archive. 
56:26 
So all these videos are going to be available for your classes 
56:30 
and also you students that are here with us. 
56:31 
These videos are going also to be available for you 
56:32 
for any research, or any paper, or any article, or any topic 
56:34 
that you're interested in on studying. 
56:35 
Thank you everyone and have a wonderful day 
56:36 
and we will see you in the next faculty showcase video. 
56:37 
Bye, bye, thank you, thank you everyone. 
